CMS Offers Surprise Limited
Opportunity for Physicians To
Participate With Medicare
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Providers have the opportunity to participate with Medicare
once annually.
This period called “Open Enrollment” is
usually from mid-November to the end of the calendar year.
Providers who may have declined to participate with Medicare
for the 2010 calendar year due to the anticipated deep cuts in
the physician Medicare fee schedule now have a special
opportunity to jump on board between now and July 16, 2010.
Here is the announcement:
Dear Medicare Part A and Part B Providers,
Opportunity for Nonparticipating Physicians/Practitioners to
Become Participating
In consideration of the recent enactment of the Preservation
of Access to Care for Medicare Beneficiaries and Pension
Relief Act of 2010, which established a 2.2 percent update to
the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS), the Centers for
Medicare & Medicare Services (CMS) is offering physicians and
other practitioners, whose current participation status is
non-participating, the opportunity to become participating
(PAR).
This opportunity is being offered only to those
physicians/practitioners whose current PAR status is nonparticipating. This opportunity is available through July 16,
2010.

Non-participating physicians/practitioners who would like to
become a participating physician/practitioner should download
and complete the Medicare Participating Physician or Supplier
Agreement (Form CMS-460). The form can be obtained by using
the
following
CMS
web
site
link:
http://www.cms.gov/cmsforms/downloads/cms460.pdf.
Any new CMS-460 form received during this limited enrollment
period will be retroactive for claims with dates of service of
January 1, 2010, and later.
However, the change in
participation status will only apply to new MPFS claims
submitted after your new status as a participating
physician/practitioner is processed.
Claims previously
submitted and processed will not be adjusted for only a change
in participation status.
Medicare

claims

administration

contractors

(Medicare

Administrative Contractors and carriers) will accept and
process
requests
to
become
a
participating
physician/practitioner that are submitted on the CMS-460 form
and are post-marked on or before July 16, 2010.

